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Effect of Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Fungi on Some Morphological and
Physiological Characteristics of Quince Seedlings under Bicarbonate Stress
Condition
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Table 1. Interaction of sodium bicarbonate and arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi on root colonization and
morphological characteristics of quince seedlings.

Jlls glis )| o) e o) SES B9
NaHCOs o\ phiscular Mycorrhizal ~ -9 % e Grols) (e ol 5
(mM) Colonization (%)  Seedling Root volume Root dry
height (cm) (cmd) weight (g)
nAM + - 84bc 8.83¢f 2.09¢%
0 R.intraradices 75.722 17 106° 13.5¢ 3.35°
F.mosseae 59.14bc 1002 13.83 3.25P
R.intraradicesxF.mosseae 62.94° 84¢p¢ 9.66° 2.28
nAM - 70¢ 5.83fn 1.05f
c R.intraradices 80.032 90° 17.5% 4572
F.mosseae 55.47" 77° 17.02¢ 4,612
R.intraradicesxF.mosseae 51.24¢% 80° 10.83¢% 2.830cd
nAM - 53f 3.3 0.86f
10 R.intraradices 43.67% 78¢ 182 3.17b¢
F.mosseae 33.54f 64% 14,160 2.87°d
R.intraradicesxF.mosseae 35.64° 63% 7.5¢f0 1.26°f
nAM - 52f 2.0 0.68f
15 R.intraradices 39.09¢f 649% 9.83¢ 1.25¢f
F.mosseae 31.41f 61¢ 9.66° 1.14f
R.intraradicesxF.mosseae 32.45° 60° 5.09n 0.8
Significance
Arbuscular Mycorrhizal falaied falaied falaie falele
NaHCO; Fxk Fxk Fkk Fxk
Arbuscular Mycorrhizal xNaHCO3 * ** * faled

+ nAM: control,1 The same letters within each column indicate no significant difference among treatments
according to LSD test at 5% level of probability.
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Fig. 1. Effect of sodium bicarbonate levels and mycorrhizal treatments on leaf number (A) and shoot dry weight
(B) in quince seedlings. Similar letters indicate no significant difference among treatments according to LSD
test at 5% level of probability. TnAM: control, R. i*F. m: co-inoculation treatments of R. intraradices and F.
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Fig. 2. Interaction of sodium bicarbonate and mycorrhizal on leaf greenness index of quince seedlings. Similar
letters indicate no significant difference among treatments according to LSD test at 5% level of probability.
nAM: control, R. i*F. m: co-inoculation treatments of R. intraradices and F. mosseae
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Fig 3. Interaction of sodium bicarbonate and mycorrhizal on leaf total antioxidant capacity of quince seedlings.
Similar letters indicate no significant difference among treatments according to LSD test at 5% level of
probability.

+nAM: control, R. i*F. m: co-inoculation treatments of R. intraradices and F. mosseae .
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Fig. 4. Interaction of sodium bicarbonate and mycorrhizal on root phenylalanine ammonia-lyase (A) and total
phenolic compounds (B) of quince seedlings. Similar letters indicate no significant difference among

treatments according to LSD test at 5% level of probability. fnAM: control, R. i*F. m: co-inoculation
treatments of R. intraradices and F. mosseae .
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Fig. 5. Interaction of sodium bicarbonate and mycorrhizal on root (A) and leaf (B) Fe concentration of quince
seedlings. Similar letters indicate no significant difference among treatments according to LSD test at 5%
level of probability. TnAM: control, R. i*F. m: co-inoculation treatments of R. intraradices and F.
mosseae .
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Fig 6. Principal components analysis (PCA) of some morphological and physiological responses of quince
seedlings treated with arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi under bicarbonate stress. nAM: control, Ri: R.
intraradices, Fm: F. mosseae, Ri*Fm: co-inoculation treatments of R. intraradices and F. mosseae, 5: 5
mM NaHCOs, 10: 10 mM NaHCOs;, 15: 15 mM NaHCOs. RootV: Root volume, PAL: Phenylalanine
ammonia-lyase, RootD: Root dry weight, Phenol: Phenolic compounds, ShootD: Shoot dry weight, FeL:
Leaf Fe concentration, FeR: Root Fe concentration, LeafN: No. of leaves, SPAD: Relative leaf chlorophyll
content, DPPH: Total antioxidant capacity.
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Effect of Arbuscular Mycorrhizal Fungi on Some Morphological and
Physiological Characteristics of Quince Seedlings under Bicarbonate Stress
Condition

S. Rahimi, B. Baninasab®, M. Talebi, M. Gholami and M. Zarei!

In order to evaluate the response of quince cv. Isfahan seedlings to sodium bicarbonate stress
in the presence of mycorrhizal, a factorial experiment was conducted based on a completely
randomized design in the presence of four levels of soil sodium bicarbonate (0, 5, 10, and 15
mM) and four levels of mycorrhizal (Rhizophagus intraradices, Funneliformis mosseae, the
combination of two species and no inoculation (control)) with three replications. The results
showed a significant decrease in root colonization, seedling height, leaf number, shoot dry
weight, relative leaf chlorophyll content, and total leaf antioxidant capacity with increasing
sodium bicarbonate concentration in the nutrient solution. In contrast, seedlings inoculated with
mycorrhizal, especially R. intraradices, increased these indices compared to the control
treatment. Although a significant decrease in the roots and leaves iron concentration of quince
seedlings was observed with increasing the concentration of sodium bicarbonate, the use of R.
intraradices significantly improved the iron content, especially at concentrations of 5 and 10
mM sodium bicarbonate. A significant increase in the concentration of phenolic compounds
and the phenylalanine ammonia-lyase enzyme activity was observed in concentrations of 5 and
10 mM sodium bicarbonate by mycorrhizal treatments. In general, it can be suggested that
mycorrhizal, especially R. intraradices, probably facilitates the iron uptake and increases iron
content in roots and leaves of quince seedlings in the presence of different concentrations of
sodium bicarbonate by affecting the synthesis of phenolic compounds.

Keywords: Funneliformis mosseae, Iron deficiency, Phenolic compounds, Rhizophagus
intraradices, Sodium bicarbonate.
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